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Axel Berkofsky is Associate Professor at the University of 
Pavia, Italy and Co-Director of the Asia Centre at the Milan-
based Istituto per gli Studi di Politica Internazionale (ISPI). 
Axel Berkofsky is also Member of the Executive Committee of the 
Canon Foundation Europe, Executive Committee Board Member 
at the Stockholm-based European Japan Advanced Research 
Network (EJARN) and Research Affiliate at the European Institute 
of Japanese Studies at the Stockholm School of Economics. 
Previously, Dr. Berkofsky was Senior Policy Analyst, Associate 
Policy Analyst at the Brussels-based European Policy Centre (EPC) 
and Research Fellow at the Brussels-based European Institute for 
Asian Studies (EIAS). Furthermore, he was Research Associate at 
the Tokyo-based German Institute for Japanese Studies (DIJ), 
Canon Foundation Research Fellow. In Tokyo and Brussels Dr. 
Berkofsky worked as Freelance Journalist for the Asahi Evening 
News, The Daily Yomiuri and the Hong Kong-based Asia Times. 
For the Asia Times, Axel Berkofsky covered and reported on 
Japanese domestic and foreign policies. In Italy, was also Adjunct 
Professor at the University of Milan. Axel Berkofsky has published 
books, numerous papers, articles and essays in journals, 
newspapers and magazines. His most recent book 'China-GDR 
Relations from 1949 to 1989. The (Bad) Company you Keep was 
published in 2022 (with Springer). Axel Berkofsky has lectured and 
taught at numerous think tanks, research institutes and 
universities in Europe and Asia. His research interests are among 
others Japanese and Chinese foreign and security policies, 
Chinese history, Asian security and EU-Asia relations. Axel 
Berkofsky studied Japanese Studies and Political Sciences in 
Marburg, Bochum und Hamburg and was awarded this PhD. at 
Hamburg University in 2002.
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